
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
 
Christmas 
holidays un-

til the 9th 

3 

 
Christmas 
holidays until 

the 9th 

4 

 
Christmas 
holidays until 

the 9th 

5 

 
Christmas 
holidays until 

the 9th 

6 

 
Christmas 
holidays until 

the 9th 

7 

 
Christmas 
holidays until 

the 9th 

8 

 
Christmas 
holidays until 

the 9th 

9  
first day 
back for 
students 
&staff 

10 11 

Baptism of the 
Lord Liturgy  
1-2 pm 
 
Cormican   
Wednesday 
walk 2:45 

12 13 14 

15 16 
Read With Us  
Book Study 

17 
FFF Family 
evening ADHD 
focus in the 
Library 6-7:30 

18 
School Council 
6:00pm 
 
Cormican   
Wednesday 
walk 2:45 

19Gr5 virtual  

Field trip w/  
Canadian  
Museum of 
History 11 am 

20 
 
No  
Kindergarten 

21 

22 23 24 25 

Board Meeting  
 
 
Cormican   
Wednesday 
walk 2:45 

26 
Gr5 virtual  
Scientists 
12:45-2:00pm 

27 
School 
Pd day 
No class for 
students 

28 

29 30 
Faith in  
Action 
3:15pm 

31Student 

Retreat day 
 
 
FFF Family 
Evening ADHD 
Focus 6:00pm 

Feb 1 
 
 
 
 
Cormican   
Wednesday 
walk 2:45 

   

January 2023 



Principal Message: January 2023 

The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. "In the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on 

earth and under the earth" (Phil 2:10). Christ's name is chosen in 

heaven, and the Angel Gabriel announces it when he informs the 

Blessed Virgin of the incarnation: "Behold thou shalt conceive in thy 

womb and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus". It 

is a name that has marvelous implications, for it means "savior." The 

very name bespeaks the magnitude of His mission, His infinite love, a 

love that will cause Him to offer Himself up for us. The first ten days of 

January fall during the liturgical season known as Christmas which is 

represented by the liturgical color white. The color of light, a symbol of 

joy, purity and innocence. The remaining days of January are the 

beginning of Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is the color of 

the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope 

of a glorious resurrection. (https://www.catholicculture.org/). 

I would like to extend a warm welcome back and Happy New Year to you all!  I hope that each of you were able to 

enjoy some quality time with family and friends over the Christmas break. The month of January will be exciting to 

say the least! We have so many wonderful learning opportunities as the New Year unfolds. The reveal of this years’ 

book for our annual school wide book study will happen on Monday, January 16th
. Our exploratory and CTF option 

classes are back up and running on Friday’s. Scientists in Schools will continue to visit our classrooms, and there are 

many fieldtrips and collaborative activities once again occurring within our classrooms. Basketball practices for 

grades 5 & 6 students will begin January 11th and practice/games schedules will be provided after our league 

meeting on Thursday, January 12th, 2023.   

One of our school goals is to provide a venue for open communication as well as keep all community members 

informed. Therefore, we are continually celebrating and sharing forth all the great offerings at CSM, in a variety of 

ways. Information about CSM can be found in our newsletters, through celebratory letters sent home; through social 

media; as well as through our new SPACES assessment platform. 

Below are a few links to our CSM pages:  

CSM website calendar: https://csm.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/calendars  

CSM Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/childrenofstmartha/  

CSM Twitter page https://twitter.com/CSMhs4    
 

In the months of January and February, there will be two opportunities for parents to provide input for our future 

planning at The Children of St. Martha Elementary. The first piece of data collection will be, from Alberta 

Education, in the form of an annual survey that is sent to parents of students in grade 4-12 (across the Province). 

This survey allows parents the opportunity to answer questions based on your experiences with our school. The 

Annual Assurance Survey will be sent to CSM grades 4-6 parents and is an annual check-up on the education 

system. The direct link to our CSM data can be found on our school website: 

https://csm.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/reports_plans  

We will also, once again, be planning an evening for all parents to openly share thoughts and ideas in the form of 

round table discussions. From there, we will take all of the feedback shared, compile it and include this information 

as part of our ongoing future planning process. Included in the round table evening, will be an opportunity for our 

community to ask questions or provide feedback on our new SPACES assessment platform.  

As we head into the month of January, we are hoping to share joy, happiness and excitement of this New Year with 

all of you!    
 

Blessings,  

Mrs. Shannon Collier   Mii ss ta Ki an nis Ki a Kii  
CSM Principal  

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12020
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
https://www.catholicculture.org/
https://csm.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/calendars
https://www.facebook.com/childrenofstmartha/
https://twitter.com/CSMhs4
https://csm.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/reports_plans


2023/2024 REGISTRATION

Looking forward to a new year with ...

Re-Registration Starts January 16, 2023
Families with students currently enrolled in our system should expect an email 
during the week of January 16-20, 2023 asking that the online “Registration 
Update Form” be completed for each child attending one of our schools in the 
2023/2024 school year.  

This update allows us to make sure the information on file is accurate and that 
any legal declarations, preferences, and consents are renewed. It also allows 
our schools to plan for the upcoming school year.

Parents/guardians who are hoping to register younger siblings new to the 
division will also have the opportunity to do this at the same time that they 
re-register older students.

New Student Registration Starts February 1, 2023
All Early Learning to Grade 12 students who are new to the division and wish 
to enroll for the 2023/2024 school year are invited to register online starting on 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023.

•	 Our Early Learning Program is designed to stimulate the growing 
curiosity of children 3 and 4 years of age.

•	 Kindergarten is designed for children 5 years of age on, or before, 
December 31, 2023.

•	 Grade 1 registrants must be 6 years of age on, or before,  
December 31, 2023.

•	 French Immersion is also available. Enrollment starts:
•	 in  Kindergarten/Grade 1 at École St. Mary School in Lethbridge.  
•	 in Grade 1 at St. Michael’s School in Pincher Creek. 

For More Information
Contact our Coordinator of Early Learning Coordinator to discuss Early 
Learning, Kindergarten, or your child’s specialized programming requirements 
by phone (403-381-8495) or email (earlylearning@holyspirit.ab.ca).

Contact our French Language Consultant to discuss French Immersion 
programming by phone (403-331-4458) or email (urquhartw@holyspirit.ab.ca). 

Contact your child’s school, or visit the division’s website (holyspirit.ab.ca), if 
you need assistance with the online registration process or have any questions. 

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division 
…where students are cherished and achieve their potential.

Holy Spirit Catholic  
School Division
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Our January Staff members 
Mrs. Scott-Perry 
Happy New Year!  

My name is Mrs. Elizabeth Scott-Perry, and this year I'm here part-time teaching Music, 

and Literacy Intervention. I started teaching at CSM last January and I'm SO proud to call 

it my school. When I'm not here, I'm usually spending time with my husband and our 

boy, playing video games, building, or adventuring outdoors.  

                  

 

Mrs. Cathy Kortt 

Hi, I am Cathy Kortt. I am the Administrative Assistant at Children of St. Martha School. This 

is my 4th 

year here. I really enjoying working here. The staff is wonderful to work with. As busy as 

days can get, 

there is nothing more rewarding than hearing students throughout the School to put a smile 

on my 

face. 

My husband, Rick and I have 2 grown children; Robert and Melissa. Neither of them lived 

here 

anymore. Rick and I have lived here all are lives and we enjoy spending as much time 

outdoors as we 

can. 

As Administrative Assistant I am part of a collaborative team-based structure who carry out day to day 

tasks as assigned to effectively and efficiently run the school office. 

 

Mrs Platt 
Hi my name is Mrs. Platt as most of you may know. I have had the pleasure of working with many 

wonderful children over my 23 years  

as an Educational assistant in the Holy Spirit Division.  

Half of my career as an EA I have spent at St. Francis Junior High and the other half at St 

Martha school. 

As of recently I am very excited and grateful to say that I am now the Librarian at Children of 

St Martha’s school. 

I can’t wait to spend time your children and books in the Library. 

I have a husband who works in Health Risk Assessment and Safety and we have one son who 

is in his 20’s if you can believe it and he is a Heavy-Duty mechanic. 

I have two fur babies one is a Bichon/Poodle and the other is a Bichon/Shih Zstu and they are 

a big part of our family. I enjoy books, music, dance, travelling and animals.  

We also enjoy camping in the summer at our place in BC. I also enjoy seeing all the children’s smiling 

faces at school every day, makes my day!! 



ADHD Parent Sessions
This is a program designed for caregivers of children who have been newly
diagnosed or suspected of ADHD that want to learn more about ADHD. This is a 4
consecutive week closed group.

Being hosted by: AHS Children’s Mental Health and Addiction

Sessions will include: What is ADHD? ADHD and medication. How to talk to children
about their ADHD and understanding self-regulation. Tools for effective parenting
of children with ADHD. ADHD and navigating
the school system. ADHD and nutrition, sleep
and exercise.

Location: Children of St. Martha’s School
(library)

Dates: Tuesdays, January 17th – Feb 7th

Time: 6-7:30pm

Childcare provided if needed.

If you are interested in attending please
contact:

Kristine Savage

Family First Facilitator

403-894-2643



Parking Lot & Loop Procedures:  

At the start and end of the school day, our parking lots as well as the loop become congested.  

We need your assistance to keep things going without incident. Please be mindful that 

“stopping” in the main parking lot has the potential to back up traffic and cause congestion. We 

ask that if you are choosing to use the parking lot that you park your vehicle instead of stopping 

to let your child(ren) out. The loop is a safer alternative for those that would like to stop for a 

shorter period of time while dropping or picking up children. You will notice that both our 

parking lot and loop are “one way”. It is important for everyone to follow the proper direction in 

both the parking lot and the loop.  Also, we have a few stalls, closer to the school, which are 

designated as handicap parking. Permits are required to use those stalls.  

St. Martha Parish has indicated that families are more than welcome to park in their lot (across 

the street) for school functions and during times of congestion.     

We are truly grateful for your support while keeping our parking lot and loop a safe and friendly 

environment.   
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